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EXPLANATI ON OF SI GNI FI CANT DI FFERENCES

ALADDI N PLATI NG SUPERFUND SI TE

. | NTRODUCTI ON
Site Nane: Al addin Plating Superfund Site
(“the Site”)
Site Location: Sout h Abi ngton and Scott Townshi ps,
Lackawanna County, Pennsyl vani a
Lead Agency: U.S. Environnmental Protection
Agency, Region Il (“EPA” or “the Agency”)
Support Agency: PA Departnment of Environnmental Resources
(“PA DER")

St at enent _of Pur pose

A Record of Decision (“ROD") for the Aladdin Plating Superfund
Site was signed on Septenber 27, 1988. This Expl anation of
Significant Differences (“ESD’) is issued in accordance with Section
117(c) of the Conprehensive Environnmental Response, Conpensation and
Liability Act (“CERCLA’), as anended by the Superfund Anendnents and
Reaut hori zati on Act of 1986, and is now a part of the Adm nistrative
Record for the Site. This decision docunent presents a significant
change to the renmedy selected in the ROD for the Site. The change to
the renedy resulted fromthe discovery of additional areas of soi
contam nation adjacent to the Aladdin Plating Superfund Site.

Il SUMVARY OF THE SI TE HI STORY, SITE CONDI TI ONS, AND SELECTED
REMEDY

The Aladdin Plating facility is currently not in operation.
From 1947 to 1982, the Site was operated as an el ectropl ati ng pl ant,
usi ng ni ckel, copper, chromum sulfuric acid, chromc acid and
cyanide, resulting in extensive soil contam nation. The primary
contam nants of concern are chromum |ead and cyanide in on-site
soils. The contam nants are “hazardous substances” as defined in
Section 101(14) of CERCLA

On Septenber 27, 1988, EPA signed a ROD for Operable Unit 1, to
address the endangernment to human health, welfare, and the
envi ronment whi ch may be presented by direct contact with
contam nated surface soils and sedinents and potential future
cont am nation of ground water.

A conpl ete description of the selected renedy as well as EPA's
rationale for the decision is presented in the Site ROD (attached
hereto as Exhibit 1).

The maj or conponents of the selected renedy are:

Excavation and off-site treatnent, via
stabilization, of approximtely 12,000 cubic



yards of contam nated soil

Di sposal of the treated soils in an appropriate off-site
[andfill.

Repl acenment of the excavated soil with clean fill.
[11. DESCRIPTI ON OF Sl GNI FI CANT DI FFERENCES

Significant differences between the renedy presented in the ROD
and the remedy that will be inplenented are |isted bel ow

o The scope of the renmedial project will increase to
cover a volunme of 22,000 cubic yards fromthe origina
12, 000 cubic yards.

0o The project conpletion date will be extended
approxi mtely three nonths to Septenber 1990.

0 The project cost will increase from$9.2 mllion to
$20.5 mllion.

Sanpling conducted in 1989 detected chrom um contam nation in
an additional three acres (approxi mately 10,000 cubic yards) of soi
on private property contiguous to the western corner of the Site.
This additional contam nation, if left unrenedi ated, woul d pose the
same threat to public health, welfare or the environnment as the
contam nation originally proposed to be renediated in the ROD. The
renedy selected for the additional contam nated area is identical to
that selected in the ROD, which renedy is currently being
i npl emrented. Only the scope, inplenentation schedule and cost of the
remedy are nodified by this ESD.

I V. PUBLI C PARTI Cl PATI ON

The remedy proposed in this ESD was presented to the public in
a neeting held at the Justus Fire Hall, Justus, PA on January 11,
1990. Those attendi ng expressed overwhel m ng support for the renedy
proposed by this ESD, nanely, that the additional 10,000 cubic yards
of contam nated soil be included in the ongoing renedial project.

This ESD and the informati on upon which it is based have been
included in the Adninistrative Record file for this Site. The
Adm ni strative Record also includes the ROD and all docunents that
formed the basis for EPA's selection of the cleanup renedy. The
Adm ni strative Record is available for public review at the | ocations
l'isted bel ow

U S. EPA Region |1l

841 Chestnut Buil ding
Phi | adel phia, PA 19107
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m to 4:00 p. m



Scott Township G vic Center
R D. 1, Route 247
A yphant, PA 18447

Sout h Abi ngt on Townshi p Bui | di ng
104 Shady Lane Road
Chinchilla, PA 18410

Questions or coments on EPA's action and requests to review the
Adm ni strative Record should be directed to:

Patrick McManus

Renedi al Proj ect Manager
Mai | Code (3HW22)

U S. EPA Region Il

841 Chestnut Buil ding
Phi | adel phi a, PA 19107
(215) 597-3923

V. SUPPORT AGENCY REVI EW

The Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania concurs with the course of
action proposed in this ESD.

VI. AFFI RVATI ON OF STATUTORY DETERM NATI ON

Considering the new i nformati on that has been devel oped and the
changes that have been made to the sel ected renedy, the EPA and PADER
believe that the renmedy renmains protective of human health and the
environnent, conplies with Federal and State requirements that are
appl i cabl e or relevant and appropriate to this renedial action, and
is cost-effective. In addition, the revised renmedy utilizes pernanent
technol ogi es to the maxi num extent practicable for this Site.

5/7/70 CC{W(%QW

Date Edwin B. Erickson
Regional Administrator



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

A : DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

PENNSYLVANIA

Post Office Box 2063
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

May 15, 1990

Bureau of Waste Management 717-783-7816

M. Walter G aham Chief

Eastern Pennsyl vani a Renedi al Section
US EPA, Region |11

841 Chestnut Street

Phi | adel phia, PA 19107

RE: Letter of Concurrence
Al addin Plating Site - South Abington & Scott Twps.,
Lackawanna County, Explanation of Significant Difference

Dear M. G aham

This is inreply to your letter of April 23, 1990
concerning the Aladdin Plating Superfund Site.

The Departnent has reviewed the draft docunment associ ated
with the above referenced Superfund Site entitled, "Explanation of
Significant Difference (ESD).

The Departnment concurs with the EPA s proposed significant
change as foll ows:

- The scope of the renmedial project will increase to cover a
vol unme of 22,000 cubic yards fromthe original 12,000 cubic
yar ds.

- The project conpletion date will be extended approximtely
three nonths to Septenber, 1990.

- The project cost will increase from$9.2 nmllion to $20.5
mllion.

The existing State Superfund Contract (SSC) signed on
March 7, 1989 for $9.2 mllion will have to be anended to reflect the
i ncreased cost to $20.5 mllion as the result of the increased vol une
of soils to be excavated, treated and di sposed in an off-site
landfill.



Thank you for the opportunity to concur with this EPA
Expl anation of Significant Difference (ESD). If you have any
guestions regarding this matter do not hesitate to contact nme.

Sincerely,

a1 R0l

ald M. Becker, Chief
Federal Funded Site Section
Hazardous Sites Cleanup Program
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